The Christian Faith

An introduction to Christian Teaching from the Bible

This article presents a summary of Christian Teaching. For further information, or a fuller treatment of the subjects

mentioned here, the reader is recommended to read the passages from which the texts used in this document are
taken. Further benefit may be obtained from reading compilations of Biblical truths carried out by reliable scholars

such as the following:-

Author Title

Charles Hodge Systematic Theology

Louis Berkoff Systematic Theology

Various Westminster Confession of Faith
John Calvin The Institutes of Christian Religion

(Translation by Ford Lewis Battles)

Dr. D.M. Lloyd-Jones Great Doctrines of the Bible
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THE BIBLE

The Bible is, in its origin and nature, God's Word to us and to all mankind. It is, in the very
words of the original writings (often referred to as the Scriptures), given by inspiration of God
to be our rule of faith and life.
The Bible is a collection of writings made by certain individuals whom God chose to
teach and instruct mankind in the things about Him which are essential for them to know.
It consists of 66 books, thirty nine known as the Old Testament, and 27 books known
as the New Testament
The Old Testament tells mainly of God s dealings with a group of people known as
- Jews® , although it has applications to the rest (non-Jews), as well
The New Testament tells of the fulfiiment of the teachings of the - Old Testament® in the
coming of Jesus, the Son of God, and it s relevance to non-Jews. It also states more
clearly :-
1 Whatitis to be a Christian
1 How important it is to be a Christian
1 How a person becomes a Christian
1 And how a Christian should lead their life and enjoy a close relationship with

God.

The authority of the Bible is unique and supreme, and it alone is the only sufficient, certain

and infallible rule of saving knowledge, faith and obedience.

In the Bible we have the authoritative Word of God to all people, and a sure and

complete guide in all matters of Christian thinking, living and service.
2 Tim. 3:15-17; 2 Pet. 1:19-21; Heb. 1:1; Rom. 15:4; Isa. 8:19-20; Psa. 19; 119:105;
1 Cor. 2:13; 1 Thess. 2:13.

The Divine Authority of the Bible is not contrary to human reason, but is demonstrated
by convincing evidence. This authority, however, is only experienced by faith, through the
inward working of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with these truths in our hearts. In
this way the power and teaching of the Holy Spirit of the Bible itself are made clear in the

understanding, assurance, joy and eternal good of the individual believer.

1 Cor. 2:4; 15:1-6; 1 Thess. 1:5; Luke 1:1-4; John 6:45; 16:13-14; 1 Cor. 2:9-12.

The Bible is a cohesive revelation and to ensure a proper balance, the Christian

compares one part with another. It is a unity of truth and contains no real contradictions.



When, therefore, there is a question about the true meaning or full sense of any part of

the Bible, it must be determined by other parts that speak more clearly.

1 Cor. 2: 13: 2 Pet. 1:20-21; Acts. 15:15-16.

The truths of the Bible are to be proclaimed and taught, and through the work of the
Holy Spirit, are the means to regenerate, convince, convert, save and keep all of God's
children. God may use other means to these ends, but never without the work of the Holy
Spirit, or in a way inconsistent with, the truths of the Bible.

Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:23-25; Eph. 5:26; Acts 2:37.

The Bible contains unique prophecies of future events. It predicts, in detail, amongst

other matters:-

1 the coming of a Messiah 2 the manner of His coming, His ministry, His

death and resurrection.

Isa. 7:14; Isa. 9:6-7;/ Luke 1:26-35; Jer. 31:15;/ Matt. 2:16-18. Isa. 53:3/John 1:11;
John 5:43; Luke 4:29; Luke 17:25; Luke 23:18;  2Chron. 9:9; /John 12:13,14;
Psalm 41.9;/Mark 14:10 Zech. 11:12; /Matt. 26:15; Isa. 53: 12; /Matt.
27:38; Psalm 69:21;/John 19:29  Zech. 12:10;/John 19:34.

1 the return of Jesus Christ to this World at the end time.

Acts 1: 1-11; Matt. 24 : 27,36; Luke 21:27; Matt 26: 64; I Thess. 4:13-18; I Thess. 5:2;

2 Pet. 3:10.

1 the downfall of certain nations.

Chaldean 2 Dan. 5:5, 25-28,30; Babylonian (lion ) 2 Media/Persia (bear) -
Greek (leopard)- Rome (beast) Dan. 7:1-28; Jerusalem : Luke 19;41-44

1 the end of the World.

I Thess. 4:13-18; 1 Thess 5:1-10; 2 Pet. 3:10-13; Rev. Chapters 4 -22.

In all matters whether of faith or life, where the Bible gives guidance, the teaching of

the Bible is to be taken as decisive.

If in anything the Bible appears to be silent, the Christian cannot accept, allow or approve



of anything which is inconsistent with any clearly defined principle or teaching in the Bible.

Isa. 8:20; Mat. 22:29-31; Acts 28:23; Rom. 4: 3.



GOD

1. God

There is one true and living God; a pure spirit without any material parts whatever; whose
very essence is love; who is self-sufficient; immutable, eternal, omniscient, omnipresent, holy,
almighty and incomprehensible. In all His relations He is sovereign, gracious, righteous, just,

longsuffering, merciful, and only approachable through Jesus Christ, His Son.
Deut. 6:4; Jer. 10:10; 1 Cor. 8:4; John 4:24; Deut. 4:15-16; Luke 24:39; 1 John 4:8;
2 Cor. 13:11; Isa. 48:11-12; Mal. 3:6; James 1:17; Deut. 33:27; Psa. 90:2;
1 Tim. 1:17; Isa. 40:13-14; 46:9-10; Psa. 139:7-11; Jer. 23:24; Isa. 6:3; Rev. 4:8;
Gen. 17:1; Rev. 1:8; Job. 11:7; 26:14; 1 Tim. 6:14-16; Psa. 135:6; Eph. 1:11;

Psa. 103:8; 112:4; Ex. 34:6; Isa. 45:21-22; John 14:6; 1 Tim. 2:5.

United in the one essence of God there are three Persons, the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit. These are separate Persons since the Father is not the Son, and the Son is not
the Holy Spirit. Each of these Persons possesses the entire divine essence undivided, and

therefore the perfections which belong to God belong to each of the three Persons.

The Father is of none, neither begotten nor proceeding; the Son is eternally begotten of

the Father; the Holy Spirit is eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son.

Mat. 3:16-17; 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; 1 John 5:7; John 14:26; Psa. 90:2; John 1:14 and 18;
8:42; 16:28; 15:26.

All the works of God outside Himself are performed by the one essence, and therefore by
all the Persons of the Trinity equally; nevertheless, the Scriptures give separate emphasis to

the work of each.

1 Cor. 8:6; Rom. 11:36; Heb. 11:3; John 1:3; Job. 26:13.

The Bible does not give further details as to how there is one God, yet three persons
but does demonstrate this is many places. It is commonly held that the reason may
be that the human mind, in its present state and capacity, is incapable of

understanding this further.




2. God's Decree

All Gods counsels and actions proceed from His essential nature.

John 3:16; 1 John 4:7-16.

God has decreed in Himself before the world began, by His most holy, wise and sovereign
will, all things whatsoever that come to pass, but in such a way that He is not the author of
sin; nor does He violate the free will of any human being. God is Sovereign, yet man is a fully

responsible creature.

Isa. 46:10; Rom. 9:15; Eph. 1:11; 1 Pet. 1:16; James 1:13;
Acts. 2:23; 4:27-28; John 19:11; Prov. 16:33.

By this same decree, God has from eternity predestined an innumerable multitude of
persons to become Christians and to be conformed to the image of His Son with all the
blessings of eternal life; the rest of mankind He has sovereignly left to act in their sin to their

just condemnation.
Eph. 1:4 and 9 and 11; Rom. 8:29-30; 1 Pet. 1:2; 2 Thess. 2:13; Mat. 11:25-26; Rom. 9:17-22;

1 Pet. 2:8; Rom. 1:28; 2Cor. 13:5; 2Tim. 3:8.

The predestined persons, (the elect), were chosen by God before the world began, entirely
of His own good pleasure, and not at all on account of any faith or good works foreseen in
them. As God has appointed the elect, and only the elect, to glory, so has He by the same
decree foreordained all the means necessary. Although they possess a sinful nature received
from Adam (the first and representative human being), they are redeemed by Christ, given
faith by the Spirit, justified, adopted, sanctified, made to persevere to the end, and at length
glorified.

Eph. 1:4-5; 2:8-10; Rom. 8:28-30; Phil. 1:6.

God has not revealed in advance who are the elect. The Bible clearly teaches:-

1 that all men without discrimination should be presented with the truths of the Bible

and warned to be concerned for their state as sinners.

1 that the elect, in the receiving of these truths, are helped to make their calling and
election sure, are comforted and encouraged, and built up in their faith, to the

glory of God's sovereign majesty.

Acts. 20:27; Rev. 20:15; 2 Pet 1:5-10.



3. Creation

In the beginning it pleased God, for the display of His glory, power, wisdom and

goodness, to create out of nothing the heavens and the earth, and all that is in them.

God also created the first human pair, male and female, with intelligent and immortal
souls, and made after the image of God, being perfectly righteous and holy, and completely
able to fulfil the law of God implanted in their nature.

Gen. 1:1-2; John 1:3; Heb. 11:3; Psa. 19:1; Rom. 1:20; Gen. 1:27; Mat. 19:4; Gen. 9:6;

James 3:9; Eccls. 7:29.

4. Divine Providence

God, in His infinite power and wisdom, sustains and governs all creatures and things
by His most wise and holy providence, according to His infallible foreknowledge and

unchangeable will, to the glory of His invincible and righteous purpose.
Heb. 1:3; Dan. 4:34-35; Acts 17:25-28; Mat. 10:29-30; Acts 15:18; Eph. 1:11;

Eph. 3:9-10; Isa. 64:4.

Although all things come to pass with certainty according to God's foreknowledge
and decree, so that nothing happens without His providence; yet by the same
providence, God often uses means so that things happen according to the nature of

second causes, either necessarily or contingently.

Gen. 8:22; Jer. 31:35; Acts 27:31-44.

This same providence, by God's almighty power and wisdom governs the actions of
men and spirits, so that while they act freely according to their natures, their deeds
whether good or bad, fall within the scope of the divine purpose. This applies equally to
the case of those from whom God sovereignly withholds His mercies with the result that
they are hardened in their sins. Nevertheless, sinfulness comes only from creatures and

not from God.

Acts 2:23; 4:27-28; 14:16; Psa. 76:10; Isa. 10:5-7.

While the providence of God governs all things, it is especially concerned with the

sustaining and building up of His Church and its welfare.

Psa. 23; 103; 125:2; Isa. 43:3-5; Eph. 4:11-16.



MAN AND SIN

1. Satan

Before the creation of man, God created Angels - spirit beings to serve Him. They
have personality and can exercise choice but they are different in many ways from human

beings.

The greatest of them rebelled against God and has ever since sought to gain the

domination of mankind in ways which are in direct opposition to that which God intended.

He is referred to in the Bible by many
and ithe Devil o

As a spirit being, he originally caused the corruption of human nature in turning them
from fellowship with and obedience to God. He still continually strives to do this although in
the case of those who have become Christians (regenerated), he will fail.

He is the chief but unseen enemy of mankind.

He was the instigator of mans disobedience and the initial, and continuing separation

from God.

In order to succeed in his actions it was essential that he caused Jesus to disobey

God and to become corrupt like the rest of men. He failed.

Jesus |l ed the perfect | ife which Godobs
the cross, his sacrifice was accepted by God the Father as payment for the sins of those

who would become Christians.

Although the Deuvil is still active in his work today in the hearts and minds of men,
because of Jesus he is defeated, and at a time appointed by God, will be judged and

destroyed.
Gen. 3: 1-15; Isa. 14: 12-15; Rev. 12: 9; | Chron. 21:1; Matt. 25:41; John 8:44; | John 3:18;

Luke 8:33; | Cor. 7:5; | Pet. 5:8; John 13:2; Acts 5:3; | Thess. 2:8; Rev. 13:2; Luke 10:18;
Rom. 16:20; Rev. 20:10.
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2.. Nature, Origin and Results of Sin

The Bible teaches that sin is disobedience to the law of God, resulting in a position of
guilt and in a condition of positive evil in the nature of men. This condition is not only an
absence of good or failure to do right, it is an entire distortion of human nature producing

habitual rebellion against the will of God.

1 John 3:4; Rom. 3:19; 8:7; Col. 1:21.

Sin began, not in God, nor in man, but among the angels before the creation of man. The
Biblical history of the entry of sin into the world and of the fall of Adam (the first and
representative human being) is factual and is the foundation of basic doctrine in Scripture.
God permitted the entry of sin for some reason/s (unknown) which will at length glorify Him in

a way which nothing else could.

Gen. 2:15-17; Rom. 5:12-21; 2 Cor. 11:3; John 9:3; 11:4-15.

Adam was created to be the representative of the human race and the sentence passed
on him, was passed on all mankind. All Adam's posterity is without exception dead in sin,
entirely defiled, guilty before God, subject to the death of the body, and deserving of eternal
judgment. This explanation of man's plight is not an excuse for continuing in sin, for all are
accountable to God. The body is not in itself sinful but is made the instrument of sin and

the excuse for it by fallen man.

Gen. 3; Rom. 5:12-19; 1 Cor. 15:20-25; Eph. 2:1-5; Ezek. 18:19-20.

This makes man totally unable to receive God's truth or to desire true Godliness because

his mind is blinded and his heart is wholly inclined to evil.

Mat. 16:17; Eph. 4:18.

God has given man power to choose his own course of action. His will is not forced
from outside himself against his inward disposition, but always operates in harmony with
his own personality, emotional and intellectual state. He is therefore responsible and

accountable to God for his choices.

Until the fall of Adam, man was able to choose either to please God or to disobey Him.
Since the fall, man still chooses freely according to his own nature, but that nature is now
sinful and dead towards God. Consequently, all his decisions, both in material and spiritual
affairs, lack the enlightenment of the Divine Will and he is completely unable to please God,

to choose Christ, or in any way to contribute to his own salvation from sin.

Deut. 30:19; Josh. 24:15; James 1:14; Mat. 7:15-20; 15:19; Gen. 2:16-17; 3:6;
11



John 6:65; 15:5; Rom. 8:7-8; Eph. 2:1; John 6:44; Heb. 11:6; 9:14; Isa. 64:6.

In salvation, God gives to the sinner new spiritual life enabling him to will and to enjoy
all spiritual good. The sinful nature, however, still remains to ensnare the believer, he is still

liable to choose evil, or to choose good and yet fail to achieve it, until he is perfected in

glory.
John 8:36; Rom. 7:14-23; Eph. 2:5; 4:13; Gal. 5:16-17; Phil. 2:12-13; Jude 24;

Eph. 6:10-18; 1 John 3:1-3; Psa. 17:15; Phil 1:6.
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THE GRACE OF GOD

1. General and Special Grace

God is gracious. This is His very nature. Grace is that perfection of God in which He shows
unmerited and even forfeited favour to man. There are not two kinds of grace in God, but

only one. This one grace of God, however, manifests itself in different gifts and operations.

Exodus 22:27; 34:6; Neh. 9:17 and 31; Psa. 86:15: 111:4; Isa. 30:18; Jonah 4:2.

There is that grace which is general (Common grace), in that God is good to all. It
appears in the natural blessings which God showers upon all in this present life, in spite of the
fact that man has forfeited the right to them and is in a state of condemnation. It is seen in
all that God does to restrain the devastating influence and development of sin in the world,
and to maintain and enrich the natural life of mankind in general. It is entirely due to this
general grace of God that human existence is possible and life bearable, useful and of

value.

Psa. 145:9; Mat. 5:45; Acts 14:17.

Special grace secures and brings salvation to the elect of God. This is the crowning work
of God's grace and is revealed in the whole scheme of salvation and its application to the
individual believer in his life here on earth and in eternal glory. So it is that all true Christians

owe everything to the grace of God.
Rom. 3:24; 5:2 and 17-21; 1 Cor. 15:10; Eph. 1 :6, 7; 2:5-8; Col. 1:6; Titus 2:11;

1 Pet. 5:10-12.

2. The Covenant of Grace

Having regard to man's helplessness as a sinner, God, being both righteous and
gracious, has taken the initiative to save His people by His own act of mercy. He has

done this by means of a covenant, known as the Covenant of Grace.

By this Covenant, God Himself providestheessenti al requi rSum®ont) of
in the Person of the Son who, by His passive and active obedience in His holy life and in
His sufferings and death, merited a righteousness which is imputed to the elect. Also by

this same Covenant, God Himself imparts new life through the Holy Spirit to those who

13
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are by nature dead in sin, and brings them to the knowledge and experience of salvation.

On the grounds of this Covenant, sinners are made partakers of all the blessings of
the Gospel being, as to their standing before God, completely freed from the guilt of sin;
and as to their experience, delivered from the power of sin, though its presence and

influence are still with them.

This Covenant is entirely of Grace, because it is produced by a unilateral and
voluntary act of God and depends only upon the Divine activity of God for its fulfilment.
It is also eternal, being once and for all secured to the believer by the sacrificial death of
Christ. Its benefits are bestowed personally and individually upon the elect.

Psa. 42:6; 49:7-8; Jer. 31:31-34; Rom. 4; Titus 1 :2; Rom. 1:2; Heb. 8:6-10.

3. The Person and Work of Christ the Mediator

The nature of God's Covenant of Grace makes necessary the office of a Mediator to
bring about the reconciliation of sinful man with a holy God. This need, God in His
wisdom and grace, has met in the Person of Jesus Christ, who, being truly God, also
became truly man. He was born of the virgin Mary by the agency of the Holy Spirit
whereby the two natures, Divine and human, are mystically joined in one glorious

Person, called in the Bible the Mediator of the new covenant.

This office the Lord Jesus willingly assumed and perfectly fulfilled. He was crucified and died,

and remained in the state of the dead, yet saw no corruption. On the third day He arose from

the dead, with the same body in which He suffered. Afterwards, He ascended into heaven

where He sits at the right hand of the Father, and from there He shall return to be the Judge

of all at the end of the world.

Psa. 40:7, 8; Heb. 10:5-10; John 10:18; Gal. 4:4; Acts 2:23, 24, 32, 33; 1 Cor. 15:3, 4;

John 20:25-27; Mrk. 16:19; Acts 1:9-11; Roms. 8:34; Heb. 9:24; Acts 10:42;

Rom. 14:9, 10.

The work of the Lord Jesus Christ as Mediator is exercised in all phases of God s

the redemption of His people,:

pl

1 In Him the elect were chosen before the foundation of the world, and were pre-

destined to become like Him in his perfect human nature, conformed to His

image.
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1 Through His perfect obedience and sacrifice of Himself which He, by the Holy
Spirit offered up unto God in their place, He has fully satisfied the justice of God
in His substitutionary death. In meeting and satisfying the holy wrath of God the

1 Father He has obtained for the elect, redemption, reconciliation to God and an

everlasting inheritance in the Kingdom of Heaven.

1 By Him they have access into the grace of God, and to God Himself, and by Him

are assuredly called and kept.

Heb. 9:15; Mat. 1:23; Luke 1:35; John 1:14; 1 Tim. 2:5; Eph. 1:4; Rom. 8:29; Heb. 9:14;
Rom. 3:24-26; Eph. 1:7; 2 Cor. 5:18-19; 2 Pet. 1:3-11; Rom. 5:2; Eph. 2:18; John 14:6;
10:3-5 and 27-29. 1 Pet. 2:24; Isa. 53: 1-12.

As Mediator the Lord Jesus Christ combines the offices of Prophet, Priest and King shown

in the Old Testament in types :

1 As Prophet, both before and after His incarnation, He declares to men the

nature and will of God.

1 Jesus is referred to as the great High Priest, the one, who in the Old Testament
was required to offer a blood sacrifice to God for the sins of the people. In His
perfect humanity He is moved by the feeling of the infirmities of His people. He has
passed into the heavens, offering His own blood (the final offering). Because He is
alive for evermore, He ever lives to make intercession for them. The thanksgiving

and prayers of His people are presented to God through Him.

1 As King, all power is given unto Him in heaven and earth; the dead, both just
and unjust, will be raised at His summons, and He shall reign. He has subdued
and conquered all His enemies. Although it is not yet apparent to mankind. On
the judgement day appointed by God for all peoples, His enemies will realise

and acknowledge these truths
Deut. 18:15-19; 1 Pet. 1:11; John 17:8; 1:18; Heb. 4:14-16; 9:11-15; 7:25;

Rom. 1:8; John 14:13-14; Mat. 28:18; John 5:26-29; 1 Cor. 15:25.
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The Lord Jesus Christ is the one and only Mediator whom God has appointed between
Himself and man, and only He, by His dual nature of God and man in one holy Person, can
possibly fulfil this office. Every soul that thirsts for the benefits of His mediatorial work has
direct access to Him without the exercise of any other intermediary, and all who thus come

are assured of a gracious reception.

1 Tim. 2:5; John 7 :37; 6: 37.

4. The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is revealed in the Bible as the one who executes the counsels and purposes
of the Godhead. He is seen at work in the control of the material universe; in the inspiration,
preservation and interpretation of the Scriptures; in relation to the Church and its witness in

the world; and especially in His dealings with Christians.

He is the one who brings to pass the new birth and in all that follows in the Christian life
through saving faith, communion with God, power in prayer, and the sanctification and

transformation of character.

He reveals the things of Christ, to guide into all truth and to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.

Psa. 104:29, 30; 1 Pet. 1:11; Acts 1:16; 2 Tim. 3:16; John 3:5-8; 1 Cor. 2:12; Eph. 2:8;
Eph. 3:5; Roms. 8:26, 27; Roms. 8:2-4, 11; John 16:7-14.

5. Regeneration (New Birth)

Regeneration, is the gift and implanting of spiritual life. The Holy Spirit is the source and
agent. By this new birth all the elect are made in God's appointed way and time, a new
creation in Christ Jesus. There is conveyed in the new birth, (in which man is entirely
passive), that state and ability by which the sinner is enabled to receive and respond to the

saving revelation of God in Christ, and without which no man can receive the things of God.

At the new birth, the various graces of the Spirit such as repentance and faith are
conferred, and by means of these, the recipients are brought to an experience of salvation in

Christ Jesus.

The new birth, effectually unites the sinner to Christ, giving possession of eternal life.

Titus 3:5; John 3:5; 1:11-13: 3:8; Rom. 8:30; Psa. 110:3; 2 Cor. 5:17; Eph. 2:1-6;

John 1:12-13; 1 Cor. 2:14; Rom. 6:17-18; John 10:27-28: 17:24; Rom. 8:14-17.

16



6. Effectual Calling

Those whom God has predestined to spiritual life are effectually called by the Holy Spirit
through His word (the Bible), their minds being spiritually enlightened and their wills being
renewed, so that, being effectually drawn to the Lord Jesus Christ and enabled by His grace,

they come most willingly.

This effectual call is of God's free grace alone, not from anything foreseen in mankind nor
from any power or agency in the creature. Mankind is dead in trespasses and sins until

quickened and renewed by the Holy Spirit.

All being dead in sins and sinful thoughts, neither can nor will, truly come to Christ for

salvation unless effectually drawn by the Father.

Rom. 8:30; James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23; 1 Cor. 1:9; 1 Thess. 1:5; Eph. 1:17-18; Ezek. 36:26;
John 6:37; Psa. 110:3; Eph. 2:8; 2 Tim. 1:9; 1 Cor. 2:14; Eph. 2:1-6; John 6:44.

7. Justification

Those whom God effectually calls, He also freely justifies by pardoning their sins and by
accounting and accepting them as righteous. This He does, not for anything attributable to
them, or done by them, but for Christ's sake alone; not by imputing faith itself but by
imputing Christ's active obedience in His life unto the whole law, and passive obedience in His

death for their complete and only righteousness.

Faith, which is spiritually receiving and resting on Christ and His righteousness, is the sole

instrument of justification.
Rom. 3:24; 8:30; 4:5-8; Eph. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:30-31; Rom. 5:17-19; Phil. 3:8-9;

Eph. 2:8-10; Rom. 3:28.

Christ by His obedience and death has fully discharged the debt of all those who are
justified; and this He did by the sacrifice of Himself

1 undergoing in their stead the penalty due to them

1 making a proper, real and full satisfaction to God's justice on their behalf.

Believers, being justified, have a standing in Christ which cannot alter, yet they may, by
their sins, fall under God's fatherly displeasure and so mar their state, losing the closeness of
the relationship to Him until sin is confessed and pardon assured through the continuing

forgiveness of God.
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Heb. 10:14; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; Isa 53:5-6; Rom. 3:24-26; 1 John 4:10; John 10:28; Psa.
89:31-33; 32:5; 51; Mat. 26:75; 6:12; 1 John 1:7-9.

8. Adoption

God the Father undertakes, in and for the sake of His Son Jesus Christ, to adopt all those
who are justified. In this way they are taken into the number, and enjoy the liberties and
privileges, of the children of God. They have His name put upon them, receive the spirit of
adoption, have access to Him with confidence, are entitled and enabled to call God,
- Father® . They are loved, protected, provided for, and disciplined by Him as by a father,
yet never cast off, but sealed (made secure) to the final judgement of mankind, and inherit

G o d spromises as the heirs of everlasting salvation.
Eph. 1:5; Gal. 4:4-5; John 1:12; Rom. 8:17; 2 Cor. 6:17-18; Rev. 3:12; Rom. 8:15;

Gal. 4:6; Eph. 2:18; Psa. 103:13; Prov. 14:26; 1 Pet. 5:7; Heb. 12:6; Isa. 54:8-9; Lam.
3:31; Eph. 4:30; Heb. 1:14; 6:12.

9. Sanctification

Those who are united to Christ are sanctified in Him. The work of sanctification in
believers is a continuous work, carried on through Gods Word (the Bible) and the Holy

Spirit dwelling in them.

The effective ground of this sanctification is the sacrifice by Christ for His Church.

1 Cor. 1:2 and 30; Heb. 2:11; John 17:17; Eph. 3:16-19; 5:25-27; Heb. 9:13-14; 10:10
Heb. 10: 14 and 29.

Believers, as responsible beings, ought through the Holy Spirit to put to death the evil
deeds of the body, and, deny ungodliness and worldly lusts. They should live soberly,
righteously, and godly in this present world; yet in this life they are never completely freed
from the corruption of sin and from this corruption there arises a continual warfare
between the flesh and the spirit. Nevertheless through the continual supply of strength
from the Holy Spirit, the new nature does overcome and so believers grow in grace,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God, pressing on after a heavenly life, in obedience to all the

commands of Christ.

Rom. 8:13; Col. 3:5; Titus 2:12; Rom. 7:18 and 23; Gal 5:17;1 Pet. 2:11; Rom. 6:14;

Rom. 7:22-25; 2 Cor. 3:18; 2 Pet. 3:18; 2 Cor. 7:1.
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SALVATION

1. Conversion

Conversion results from effectual calling, and is the state in which the new nature
implanted at new birth (regeneration) becomes active, so that the called persons are

consciously involved in salvation, and willingly turn to God.
Conversion always includes the vital elements of repentance and saving faith.

1.1 Repentance:

God commands all men everywhere to repent. True repentance is accomplished by the
Holy Spirit by a change both of mind and will. It brings a personal conviction of sin, a true
sorrow for it and a turning from it. This repentance is experienced in different ways and at
different times in the lives of the children of God, and increases in depth as the Holy Spirit

reveals some fresh aspect of the corruptions of human nature.

Repentance is not necessarily and exclusively sorrow for particular sins committed by the
individual, nor is it only remorse: rather is it the continuing work of the Holy Spirit in revealing
the truths of the Bible, creating a consciousness of the sinfulness of the heart and life, and of

failure to reach God's perfect standard.

Acts 17:30; 1 Thess. 1:9-10; Acts 20:21; 26:16-18; Isa. 6:5; Luke 18:13; 2 Cor. 7:10.;
Phil. 2: 12-13.
1.2 Saving Faith:

The faith whereby the children of God come to trust in Christ to the saving of their souls, is a
work of the Holy Spirit who makes plain the truths of the Bible to the human heart. Saving
faith is the gift of God bestowed upon the elect only, and this faith once given is never
withdrawn, but the conscious enjoyment of it can be clouded by sin, by doubt, or by neglect of

Bible reading, Christian fellowship, and the ordinances of God's house.

John 1:12; Acts 15:6-11; 16:31; Gal. 2:20; Eph. 2:8; 2 Tim. 1:12.

2 Assurance

Those who have been born again (regenerated) who truly believe in the Lord Jesus and
love Him in sincerity, and who endeavour to walk in all good conscience before Him, may in
this life be certainly assured that they are, by grace, the children of God and are in a state of

eternal blessing.

1 John 2:1-3; 3:14-24; 5:13; Rom. 5:2 and 5; 8:14-16: Heb. 10:22.

19



This certainty is clearly taught in the Scriptures and is based upon an understanding of
the saving work of Christ, in which the believer trusts; and it is further confirmed by the
inward witness of the Holy Spirit. It results in humility and a desire for holiness and fills the
heart of the believer with deep joy and peace, and gives sacred purpose to his life and

expectation of the life to come.

Rom. 8:1 and 31-32; 1 John 3:1-3.

There are differences and degrees in the actual enjoyment of assurance. Normally faith in
Christ, as including trust, carries with it a sense of security, but this is not experienced to the
same degree by every believer. The believer may also displease God and grieve the Holy Spirit,

and so the comfort of assurance may be impaired.

The development of assurance is brought about by the Holy Spirit as the fruit and
growth in grace as He reveals the truths of the Bible to the hearts and minds of believers
and they respond in willing obedience. It is, therefore, the duty of the believer to give all
diligence to make his calling and election sure, so that he may live humbly and happily as one
of God's children.

Mat. 6:30; Psa. 42:1-5; 73:1-17; Eph. 4:30; 2 Cor. 3:18; 2 Pet. 3:18; 1:10; 2
Cor. 6:14-18.

3 Perseverance

Those whom God has regenerated and effectually called into the blessings of His grace can
neither totally nor finally fall away, but they shall be graciously preserved throughout life here

on earth and be eternally saved.

John 10:28-29; 2 Tim 2:19.

This blessing of the eternal security of every true believer is based upon God's purpose
and power, and not upon the free will and good works of the believer. It might equally be
termed "the preservation of the saints", and may be defined as that continuous operation of
the Holy Spirit in the believer, by which the work of Divine grace that is begun in the heart, is
continued and brought to completion. It is because God never forsakes His work that
believers endure to the end, yet the believer is to consider, reflect and amend his/her conduct
in order to work out their own salvation with fear and trembling, remembering that the Lord

has said: "he that endureth to the end shall be saved".

Rom. 8:28-30 and 38-39; 5:8-10; Phil. 1:6; Heb. 6:17-18: 1 Pet. 1:3-5; Phil.
2:11-13; Mat. 10:22.



THE CHURCH

1. The Nature of the Church

The Universal Church is the innumerable company of God's elect in every age, in all the
world, who have been, are, or will be called out of the power of Satan to God, regenerated by
the Holy Spirit, and redeemed from sin through the blood of Christ. This Church will endure

to the end, and will be complete and perfect in the day of Christ.
Mat 16:18: John 17:24; Eph. 3:14-15; Acts 2:47; 26:18; Eph. 5:25-27;

Phil. 1:6; Col. 1:12-14; Heb. 12:23; Rev. 7 :9-17.

It is the duty of all believers, walking in the reverential fear of the Lord, to seek to unite
with local Churches who are true to the teachings of the Bible, for their own sanctification and

the maintenance of Gospel witness.

Such Churches, having Christ as their Head, are responsible to Him for their own
administration, and in this respect are independent of every other form of control in spiritual
matters. They have the fullness of God, and to them is committed the stewardship of the
Gospel, the defence of the truth, the discipline of disorderly members, the appointment of

officers, and the administration of the ordinances.
Mat. 18:15-20; Eph. 1:22-23; Acts 13:1-4; 1 Cor. 5; 2 Thess. 3:6; 1 John 4:1; Rev. 2

and 3.

Christ is the appointed Head of the Church, His authority is never delegated to men, but
communicated to the Church by His Holy Spirit. The Church, in seeking the opinion of its
members is not seeking simply to discover the opinion of the majority of the members, but
rather through prayer and fellowship, to know the mind of the Lord.

Mat. 28:18-20; Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22-23; Acts 2: 1-4 and 41-47; 13:1-4; 15:28-31;
1 Cor. 5:4-5; Eph. 4:8-13.

The Church of Christ has been entrusted with the Gospel of the grace of God, and it is its

solemn responsibility to go into all the world and proclaim that Gospel to every creature.

Matt. 28:19, 20; Mark 16:15; 1 Thess. 2:4.
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2. The Local Church and its Worship

The Church is maintained and increased as the Lord adds to its number those He saves.

The local Church should be composed of those who are born again, exhibit the fruit of the
Spirit, and hold the teachings of the Bible.

Acts 2:47; Rom. 14:1; 1 Thess. 1:5-6.

All men should serve and fear God. True worship, springing from the hearts of the
redeemed, must be with understanding, reverence, humility, faith, love and submission,
through Jesus Christ the only Mediator, and by the Holy Spirit, to God the Father. It is the
duty of the Church to provide for the united worship of the Lord's people in praise, prayer,
edification and the proclamation of the Gospel in the locality of the Church, in the country and
throughout the world. Failure to fulfil these duties brings the Lord's displeasure, but

obedience is encouraged by the promise of the Lord's presence and blessing.
Exod. 20:4-6; Psa. 95:1-7; Jer. 10:7; Mark 12:33; Mat. 4:9-10; John 4:23-24; 14:6;
Rom. 8:26; 1 Cor. 14:15-17; Eph. 2:18; 4:15-16; 5:19; Col. 3:16; 1 Tim. 2:1-5; 4:13;

2 Tim. 4:2; Mat. 28 :19-20; Rev. 2:5.

3. The Lord's Day

God has set apart one day in seven and its observance is binding upon all men. Itis to
be kept holy and is designed also for man's benefit. The Church has a warrant to observe
the first day of the week as the Lord's Day, because it is the day of our Lord's resurrection.
No detailed instructions are given in Scripture as to the way in which this day is to be kept,
but ample allowance is made for works of mercy and necessity. The day is to be used for rest
from secular labour and worldly recreation, and for the occupation of the whole person in

the worship and service of the Lord.

Exod. 20:8-11; Luke 4:16; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2; Rev. 1:10.

4. The Ordinances

The Bible recognises two ordinances, so called because ordained or established by Christ's

authority namely, Baptism and the Lord's Supper.

These ordinances are to be administered by those appointed by the Church, and are to

continue until the end of the world.
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Mat. 28:19; 1 Cor. 11:23-26.
1 Baptism

The ordinance of Baptism is to be administered in the name of the Father, and of the

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

This ordinance is not essential to salvation, but exhibits obedience to the commandments
of Christ, and for a full and complete profession of faith.

(It should be noted that there are two views on Baptism, its meaning, mode and candidature , currently practiced

by the Christian Church at this time.

One baptises by immersion. The other, based upon c ovenant theology, baptises by sprinkling and
sometimes by a form of immersion, adults or infants. Both views require the reader to undertake a more detailed

study.

Separate and detailed studies on this issue are available from reliable scholar s from both persuasions

who use the Bible as the basis for the reasoning they advance ).

Rom. 6:4-6; Acts 22:16; Rom. 6:5; Col. 2:12; Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:27; Acts 2:41; Mat. 3:15,
16; Acts 8:38-39; Rom. 6:4; Mat. 28:19-20; Mark 16:16; Acts 10:44-48.

The Lord's Supper

The ordinance of the Lord's Supper is to be observed as often as convenient, as a
memorial of the person, sufferings and death of Christ, an expression of the inherent unity
of the Church as one body in Christ, and as a means of strengthening the faith of the
believer. It is in no sense a sacrifice, or a continuation of the sacrifice of Jesus upon the

Cross.

The administration of the ordinance involves the sharing of bread and wine, both of which
are to be received by the communicants, as symbols only of the body and blood of Christ. At
no time during the course of the administration, or because of the administration, does any
change of nature take place in the bread or in the wine, which the communicants are
themselves to eat or drink.

This ordinance is a means of blessing to the believer through the spiritual presence of
Christ, apprehended by faith in the heart. Those worthily taking part draw strength from
Christ (feed upon) and all the benefits of His death; the body and blood of Christ being
spiritually represented to the faith of the believer, as the elements themselves are to the

outward senses.

Those who partake unworthily, sin against Christ and are guilty of offence, eating and

drinking judgment to themselves.
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The administration of this ordinance is to be restricted to believers in the New Testament

sense of those words. Each local Church applies this principle as it deems right and consistent

in its administration of the Lord's Supper.

1 Cor. 11:26; Heb. 10:12: 1 Cor. 11:27-30 and 23-25; Luke 22:19-20; Mat. 26:26-27;

1 Cor. 10:16; 11:29; Acts 2:41-46; Compare Acts 18:8 with 1 Cor. 10:16-17.

5. The Responsibilities of Church Members

Members of Churches are required first to give themselves to the Lord and then to one
another by the will of God. They are not to forsake the assembling of the Church for public
worship, fellowship in prayerandthec el ebr ati on of t he ,butlacertdseeks
the spiritual prosperity of other members, provide for the material relief of nheedy members,

the spread of the Christian faith and also to act with compassion towards all needing help.
Acts 11:29-30; 1 Cor. 12; 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 8:1-5; Eph. 4:28; 1 Thess. 5:14; Gal. 6:10;

Heb. 3:12-13; 10:24-25; 1 John 3:17-18.
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THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

1. The Law of God

From the beginning of creation, all creation is under Go d hday law. By this law man is

required

1 to love the Lord his God with all his heart, soul, mind and strength

1 to love his neighbour as himself.

Following the Fall of mankind, God elaborated these two principles in ten

commandments setting out man's duty towards God and towards his fellows.

Rom. 2:13-15; Mark 12:28-31; Exod. 20:1-17.

This law is binding upon all mankind, and the Bible states that it is written upon the
hearts of all mankind but the motive of its observance by the Christian will be love to Christ

who has redeemed him from its curse.

The Christian is not justified by keeping the law, but he strives to do so because it comes
to him with the authority of God, whom he loves; the man who dies unsaved is condemned by
it. Its requirements are essentially spiritual, and no unregenerate man can fully comply with

the law's demands. No such man can save his own soul by endeavouring to keep the law .
Only one Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, has fulfilled every requirement of the law. This He
has done in His own person in the place of His people.

Rom. 2:15; Rom. 13:8-10; James 2:8-12: Mat. 5:17-19; Rom. 3:31; 7:14; Gal. 2:16;
Rom. 10:4; Gal. 3:13.

Among the purposes of the law are these:

1. To restrain the unregenerate from sin and to show what the consequences of their

sin must be.

2. To convince the sinner of the true nature of sin and of his inability to resist it by
keeping the law; to strip him of all self-confidence and condemn him, so compelling

him to look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only way of escape from his predicament.
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3. To show the believer the will of God and his duty to his fellows; also to remind him
that, although he has been saved by grace, he still has to contend with a sinful
nature, and daily needs both the aid of the Lord Jesus Christ and the perfection of

His obedience.

Rom. 3:20; 7:7; Gal. 3:10-12 and 23-24; Rom. 7:14-25; 8:1-4.

It is one of the works of the Holy Spirit to make a believer able and willing to do that

which the law of God requires of him.

In OIld Testament times, God placed the people of Israel under a ceremonial law which

pointed forward to Christ; this ceremonial law, however, ceased to have effect at His coming.

Ezek. 36:25-27; Phil. 2:13; Heb. 10:1-10.

2. Christian Behaviour

The Bible teaches that the Christian faith is to be seen in its practical outworking
between the believer and his fellow men. His words and deeds are to demonstrate the reality
of his new life. He is justified by faith, and that faith will be seen in his works.

Christian behaviour is the fruit of the Spirit. By contrast, the words and actions of
unregenerate men are the works of the flesh. The believer is to abide in Christ (the true
Vine), and submit to the pruning of the Husbandman, who purposes to bring forth more

fruit.

Christian behaviour deepens and develops only as the believer learns more of God as
revealed in His Word, and is brought into new relationships with others. The New Testament
requires also that significant regard should be given in public ministry to the exposition of

these truths.

The believer's relationships to governments, to men in general, and to his fellow

Christians, are to manifest the spirit of Christ.

In his relationship with his fellow men who are not Christians the believer is to set an
example in every aspect of life and character, even at the cost of personal suffering, thus
glorifying God and both rebuking and instructing the ungodly, pointing the way to better
things.

In all his dealings with other Christians he is to exercise the graces of the Spirit so that by
lowliness, meekness, long-suffering and forbearance they may together grow in grace and in

the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

James 2: 15-26; John 15:1-8; 1 Tim. 2; Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Pet. 2:13-25; Phil. 2:1-16.
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3. The Christian Attitude to Material Things

Wealth and all material things justly obtained are to be received as God's gracious gifts,

and to be used for worthy ends with a due sense of responsibility and stewardship.

For this reason and because of a deep desire to be just in all his dealings, the true

Christian should renounce all forms of gambling, the root of which is covetousness.
Gen. 1:29, 30; 1 Chron. 29:13, 14; James 1:17; Lke. 12:15, 31; Matt. 25:14, 15;

Matt. 7:12; Matt. 6:19-21; Matt. 6: 31-34.

4. The Christian and the State

Rulers are ordained by God for the orderly conduct of affairs in the world and the good of

His Church, and that to this end He sets up rulers and removes them as it pleases Him.

1 It is the duty of Christians to obey those who have the rule over them in all
matters consistent with the teaching of the Bible and to seek to live quiet,

peaceable and honest lives.
1 Christians are under an obligation to pray for their rulers.

1 A Christian may properly accept public office both in central and local
government and play his part in the affairs of the nation, in so far as such service
is consistent with Christian truth.

Rom. 13 :1-7; Titus 3:1; 1 Pet. 2:13-17; Acts 5:29.

5. The Christian and his Work

All men physically able to do so are under an obligation to work to support themselves
and their families and to give to those in need. Everyone, whatever his sphere of
responsibility, is to perform his daily tasks honestly, with integrity and all due diligence to

the best of their ability.

Relationships between employees and employers are to be governed by the principles set

out in the New Testament;
1 employees are to serve those for whom they work, conscientiously and honestly;

1 employers are to ensure that those who work for them receive a fair day's pay

for a fair day's work.

Gen. 3:19; 2 Thess. 3:10-12; Eph. 4:28; 6:5-9; Col. 3:22-25;; 4:1; Titus 2:9-10;

1 Pet. 2:18; 2 Cor. 6:14-17.
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6. Marriage and Family Life

Marriage is a union between one man and one woman to the exclusion of all others,

sealed by vows which make it life-long.

il

f

God instituted the marriage relationship for the mutual help and comfort of

husband and wife, the procreation of children and the prevention of immorality.

The sexual relationship is sacred and is not to be indulged promiscuously but only
within the bonds of marriage. Sexual intercourse outside marriage, whether in

contemplation of marriage or otherwise, is forbidden by the Bible, and is sin.

Christians should marry partners who are Christians, and should seek to lead their

children into Christian marriage.

In all relationships the Christian should exercise forgiveness and strive for
reconciliation. Divorce, otherwise than upon the ground of adultery is contrary to

the teaching of the Bible.

Certain types of marriage are forbidden in the Bible

It is the duty and privilege of Christian parents

f
f

to rear their children in a disciplined and loving way;
to see that their children acquire a thorough knowledge of the Bible from an early
age

to so live that by their faith and example the true nature of the Christian faith
may become apparent to their children. Children are to obey their parents in

the same spirit.

Gen. 2:24; Mat. 19:5-6; Gen. 2:18; 19:1-28; Lev. 18:6-22; 20:14; Deut. 23:17;

Acts 15:29; 1 Cor. 6:13-20; Gal. 5:19; Col. 3:5; 1 Thess. 4:3; 1 Cor. 7:2 and 9 and 39;
Heb. 13:4; 2 Cor. 6:14; Mat. 19:9; Eph. 5: 22-32; Eph. 6:1-4; Prov. 22:6; 23:13-14;

Prov. 29:15-17; Col. 3:20-21; 2 Tim. 3:15.

All forms of sexual perversion are forbidden by the Bible, and there is for the believer

complete deliverance from these things through the power of Christ.

Lev. 18:3, 20, 22; Rom. 1:26, 27; 1 Cor. 5:1-9.
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THINGS TO COME

1. The State of Man after Death

The bodies of men after death return to their natural elements but their souls, being

immortal, immediately return to God who gave them.

The souls of believers go immediately upon the death of the body to be with the Lord
Jesus Christ in glory, where they wait for the redemption of their bodies. The souls of the
unsaved are reserved in hell to the day of the last Judgment. There is no such place as

Purgatory or of any intermediate state as is currently taught by the Roman Catholic Church.
Gen. 3:19; Eccles. 12:7; 2 Cor. 5:1-8; 2 Pet. 2:9; Luke 23:43; Rom. 8:23;

Luke 16 :23.
2. The Resurrection

At a time known only to God, the Lord Jesus Christ shall return to this earth in glory,
bringing with Him the souls of the believers who have died. At this time the bodies of those
believers who are still alive on earth shall be transformed instantaneously and without

death into a condition of glorious incorruptibility, conformable to Christ's own glorious body.

The bodies of those believers who have died shall rise in like glorified condition and be
reunited with their souls. All believers shall then, in their glorified bodies, be caught up to
meet the Lord in the air, and so be with Him for ever. The bodies of the unsaved shall also

be raised by the power of Christ to judgement.

1 Thess. 4:14-17; 1 Cor. 15:51-53; Acts 24:14-15; John 5:28-29; Phil. 3:20-21.

3. The Last Judgment

God has appointed a day wherein He will judge the world in righteousness by Jesus
Christ. All mankind, being resurrected from the dead, shall stand before Him and He shall
separate His redeemed people from the ungodly. The earth as it is at present shall be no
more, and the redeemed shall take their place in the new heaven and the new earth, where
God Himself shall be with them and be their God for all eternity. The unsaved, who do not
know God and do not obey the Gospel of Jesus Christ, will be punished with everlasting
destruction from the Presence of the Lord. In this will be seen the glory of God's mercy in the
eternal salvation of all believers, and the glory of God's righteous judgment in the

condemnation of the ungodly.

Acts 17:31; Mat. 25:31-32; 2 Pet. 3:10-11; Rev. 21:1-3; 2Thess. 1:6-10.
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4. The Lord's Return

Christians believe in the Personal Return of the Lord Jesus Christ to this earth. The
precise time of His Coming again and of the Day of Judgment is not revealed, in order that,

in the long suffering of God, men may come to repentance and ever seek to be prepared.

All true believers in times of adversity find consolation in the prospect of their Lord's
return, be it sooner or later, and the whole Church of Christ may ever pray: "Lord Jesus,

come quickly!"

Mark 13:32; Col. 3: 1-4; 2 Pet. 3:9; 1 Thess. 4:16-18; 1 John 3:1-4; Rev. 22:20.
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Book NO. Book Abbreviation Book NO. Book Abbreviation
0ld Testament New Testament

1 Genesis Gen, 1 Matthew Mat.
2 Exodus Exod. 2 Mark Mark
3 Leviticus Lev. 3 Luke Luke
4 Numbers Num. 4 John John
5 Deuteronomy Deut. 5 Acts Acts
6 Joshua Jos. 6 Romans Rom,
7 Judges Judg. 7 1 Corinthians 1 Cor.
8 Ruth Ruth 8 2 Corinthians 2 Cor,
9 1 Samuel 1 Sam. 9 Galations Gal,
10 2 Samuel 2 Sam, 10 Ephesians Eph.
1 1 Kings 1 Kings 1 Phillippians Phil,
12 2 Kings 2Kings 12 Colossians Col.
13 1 Chronicles 1 Chron, 13 1 Thessalonians 1 Thess.
14 2 Chronicles 2 Chron. 14 2 Thessalonians 2 Thess.
15 Ezra Ezra 15 1 Timothy 1 Tim.
16 Nehemiah Neh. 16 2 Timothy 2Tim.
17 Esther Esther 17 Titus Titus
18 Job Job 18 Philemon Phile,
19 Psalms Psa. 19 Hebrews Heb.
2 Proverbs Prov. 20 James James
pal Ecclesiastes Eccls. 21 1 Peter 1Pet.
2 The Song of Solomon Sol. 2 2 Peter 2 Pet.
23 Isaiah Isa., 23 1 John 1John
% Jeremiah Jer, 24 2 John 2 John
25 Lamentations Lam, 25 3 John 3 John
26 Exekiel Exek. 26 Jude Jude
2 Daniel Dan. 27 Revelation Rev.
28 Hosea Hos.
29 Joel Joel
30 Amos Amos
3 Obadiah Obad
3 Jonah Jon
33 Micah Mic . oo
" o ey Book abbreviations used in this document
35 Habakkuk Hab.
36 Zephaniah Zeph,
37 Haggai Hag.
38 Zechariah Zech,
39 Malachi Mal.




